General Rezukhin exerted himself to ask
'Is there any useful information?' He turned back to
his game
'Yes, there is Things don't seem to be going too well
among our friends the Bolsheviks Listen to this c 'Accord-
ing to further information, members of the Russian Com-
munist Party, at mass meetings m Rostov, Ekatennodar,
Saratov, and Tver, have voted by large majorities for Com-
rade Lenin's platform in connexion with the trades union
question (Information supplied by Comrade Stalin) "
If they're starting quarrelling among themselvesf
And listen to this, too "At its sitting on February 8,
1921, the Council of People's Commissars, taking into
consideration the gravity of the food question " etc.
In other words, they're dying of hunger There's also this
article at the foot of the page Unfortunately, the first
part of it is missing'
Zabiakin declaimed
*" , . other hand, and, thirdly, the need for alimentary
aid on the part of the Soviet Republics which produce
wheat to those which do not produce it, imperiously de-
mand the unification of the various Soviet Republics into
a single State, as the sole means of salvation from im-
perialist slavery and nationalist oppression "'
'Sole means of salvation,* repeated the general 'They
know they're not going to last long Go on, Lieutenant
That's very interesting *
'There's a column here I can't read These people print
their newspapers on packing-paper Oh, this is better "If,
from the total of 65 millions of non-Russian population,
we exclude the Ukraine, White Russia, and a small part
of Azerbaijan and Armenia, which have passed through
the phase of industrial capitalism in greater or less degree,
there remain nearly 30 millions of population, mostly
Turk (Turkestan, the larger part of Azerbaijan, Daghes-
tan, the Tatars, the Bashkirs, the Kirghiz, etc), which
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